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EDITORIAL 


This is my first editorial for Buceros which | would like to begin with good news. 
Buceros is now available on the Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) website. BHL works 
to improve research methodology by collaboratively making biodiversity literature 
openly available to the world as part of a global biodiversity community. 


This issue highlights activities of the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) — Survey 
of Nalabana mudflat - where BNHS noted around 228 bird species, and reported 
invasion of grasses on mudflat resulting in it being converted into a grassland. 
BNHS has also carried out a pigeon count under the Common Bird Monitoring 
programme. 


BNHS and Accenture’s Citizen Science Programme “Internet of Birds” (loB) has 
achieved great success by compiling photographs of more than 400 bird species with 
the help of ENVIS members. The target is to collect photographs for all birds seen in 
India. To achieve this target, we appeal to all our bird photographer friends to kindly 
contribute their photographs for the programme. This website helps birdwatchers 
and nature enthusiasts identify birds photographed by them. 


Nurturing hobbies has become rare in recent times, but there are a few who engage 
themselves in activities other than work; bird watching is one such hobby / activity. 


Out of two articles by birdwatchers, one talks about the author's visit to a pristine 
mangrove forest in India, Bhitarkanika. He has listed 54 bird species during this visit 
and described habit/activity of birds, especially kingfishers. He explains how the 
fauna of Bhitarkanika shows commensalism, his narration brings alive Bhitarkanika. 


We have also included one article in Hindi which talks about how one can nurture 
the hobby of birdwatching while balancing daily chores. The author highlights the 
negative effects of development in a metropolitan city on birdlife. He also informs 
how some birds are least bothered about human disturbance, by describing a few 
incidences of building nest and hunting in presence of humans. 


Hope this will make an interesting read. 
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ENVIS News 
BUCEROS newsletter available at Biodiversity Heritage Library 


The BUCEROS, since its inception, is an open access newsletter of the BNHS-ENVIS Centre available on www. 
bnhsenvis.nic.in. This newsletter is now also available on Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL), which is a free access 
library for scientific journals. The inclusion of this newsletter in BHL will increase the outreach, i.e. going beyond 
boundaries to researchers at a global level. 


http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/131097#/summary 


| @ Secure | https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/search?searchT erm =buceros#/titles 


az BH L About Help Feedback BHL Store | 


Biodiversity Heritage Library 


Browse by: ADVANCED SEARCH 


oe Title FA Author w Date @ Collection @ Contributor 


Results for "buceros” Books/ Journals (1) 7 Articles/Chapters/Treatments (8) | Authors (o) 7 Subjects(o) 7 Scientific Names (63) 


Sort By: | Relevance | Title | Author | Year 


Buceros : ENVIS newsletter : avian ecology and inland wetlands. 


By: Bombay Natural History Society. - Environmental Information System (India) - G,. 

Envis Centre (Bombay Natural History Society) Help Supp ort BHL 
Publication info: Mumbai :Bombay Natural History Society,1996- 
Holding Institution: Smithsonian Libraries 


View Book BHL’s existence depends on the support 
of its patrons. Help us keep this free 
resource alive! 


Organizational News 


1. BNHS launches pigeon count, birdwatchers invited 
Rock Dove Columba livia is a commonly sighted bird 
in the country. There is no official figure regarding a 
the number of these birds in Mumbai city. Bombay ee | 
Natural History Society initiated a Pigeon count for * 
a week, starting from 22nd May 2017, in Mumbai - 
city. The objective of this exercise was to gather 
data about this common bird and study its ecology 
and behaviour. There have been discussions about 
diseases being spread due to pigeons, the data 
collected in this activity can be used as a baseline 


data for such studies. The count was organized 
under the Common Bird Monitoring Programme of BNHS. The participants counted pigeons in their vicinity, 
which also include ‘Kabutar Khanas’ The birdwatchers collected and submitted the data to BNHS with the GPS 
locations, as well as photographs. 


For more details: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/bnhs-launches-pigeon-count-birdwatchers-invited- 
4670723/ 
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2. Nalabana mudflats face grassland invasion: BNHS 

Chilika’s Nalabana islands are wintering stopover sites for a number of migratory bird species. The BNHS 
conducted a five-year study from 2012 to 2017 on waterbird ecology, population monitoring, and distribution 
with regards to physical and biological parameters, migration, disease surveillance, and breeding ecology in 
this 1,100 sq. km brackish water lagoon. Mudflats of Nalabana are the only habitat for the Critically Endangered 
Spoon-billed Sandpiper Calidris pygmaea and several Near-Threatened and Vulnerable wader species. There is 
a need to restore this important habitat. BNHS has proposed de-weeding on the islands apart from the three 
month ban on entry from February to April, which is a breeding season of terns. Creation of a five metre ‘no 
fishing buffer zone’ from the boundary has also been suggested. The watchtowers suggested in this buffer 
zone could be used as the monitoring area for trespassing by fishermen, as well as the bird watching points for 
tourists as they are not permitted in the area. The study revealed the nesting of River Terns Sterna qurantia in 
the area since 2012. Chilika lagoon registers a footfall of 228 bird species annually. 


For more details: http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2017/aug/01/ 
nalabana-mudflats-face-grassland-invasion-bnhs-1636519.html 


National News 


1. Nine more bird and biodiversity areas Kerala New IBAs 


in Kerala 
Nine new locations have been added to Important 
Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) of Kerala. These 
are Achencovil Forest Division; Anamudi Shola 
National Park; Camel's Hump Mountain, Wayanad; 
Kurinjimala Wildlife Sanctuary; Malayattoor 
Reserve Forest; Mankulam Forest Division; 
Mathikettan Shola National Park; Muthikulam- 
Siruvani; and Pampadum Shola National Park. 
These have been included in the latest publication 
of BNHS, namely, ‘Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Areas in India — priority sites for conservation’ 
Kerala IBAs are home to three critically 
endangered species — White-rumped Vulture 
Gyps bengalensis, Indian Vulture Gyps indicus, and 
Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus. Studies 
have identified the presence of 5 Endangered, 13 
Vulnerable, and 32 Near-Threatened bird species 


. Legend 
In the Kerala IBAs. =) Kerala New IBAs 


[oem | Kerala State Boundary 


For more details: http://www.thehindu.com/ [RRpecmmemmE mere 


eee Kilometers 


news/cities/Kochi/nine-more-bird- 
biodiversity-areas-in-kerala/article19199445.ece 
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2. No rains, no floricans 
Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus is an annual visitor to Madhya Pradesh (MP), but has skipped its visit this 
year. These birds visit Ratlam’s Sailana Wildlife Sanctuary, Petlawad in Jhabua, and Sardarpur in Dhar district 
for breeding during the monsoon. Scanty 
rains in these areas this year failed in 
development of an appropriate habitat 
for the birds, which includes tall grasses. 
A few birds were sighted in Rajasthan 
and Gujarat, but their number is less 
compared to last year. A team of BNHS 
officials conducted a survey from July 
24th to July 30th 2017 in Madhya Pradesh, 
but they failed to sight the bird in Sailana, 
Petlawad, and Sardarpur. 


For more details: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/no- 
rains-no-floricans/article19453943.ece 


3. Three Indian vulture species in global list for highest protection 

Ten Critically Endangered vulture species, which include three Indian vulture species, are set to get the highest 
degree of protection. Three of the nine species of vultures in India - Oriental White-backed (White-rumped 
Vulture) Gyps bengalensis, Slender-billed Gyps tenuirostris, and Long-billed (Indian Vulture) Gyps indicus - are 
on the brink of extinction. The Bombay Natural History Society with the assistance of British charity Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds is breeding them in captivity. 


For more details: http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/three-indian 
vulture-species-in-global-list-for-hiqhest-protection-117071400659 1.html 
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-—— International News 


1. Secret life of the dodo revealed 

Dodo, a flightless bird, was last sighted 
in 1662. The scientists have revealed 
some aspects of dodo’s life through the 
study of their bone specimens. Study 
shows the chicks hatched in August 
and grew rapidly to adult size. The 
bone specimens studied by Delphine Sige. 
Angst of the University Of Cape Town, 
South Africa, which were from different » 
museums and collections. 


Her team analysed slices of bones from 22 dodos under the microscope to learn more about the bird’s growth and 
breeding patterns. The bones of adult birds also showed signs of mineral loss, which suggests bird shed its feathers 
in March after breeding season revealing fluffy grey plumage recorded in historical accounts by mariners. 


Fast growth would have given them a survival advantage when cyclones hit the island between November and 
March, leading to a scarcity of food. However, the birds probably took several years to reach sexual maturity, 
possibly because the adult birds lacked any natural predators. 


Dodo became extinct 350 years ago that is within 100 years of arrival of humans at the island. Hunting was a 
factor in the dodo’s demise, but monkeys, deer, pigs, and rats released on the island from ships probably sealed 
their fate. 


Dodos laid their eggs in nests on the ground, meaning they were vulnerable to attack by feral mammals. 


For more details: http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-41002562 


2. Wing shape helps swifts glide through storms, study suggests 

Swifts are among nature’s best fliers, soending most of their time in flight. A new study suggests that the 
aerodynamics of swifts’ wings enable them to adapt effortlessly to sudden changes in wind speed and 
direction. The wings’ crescent shape lessens the effects of blustery conditions, helping to stabilise them as 
they glide during turbulent weather. 

Scientists at the University of Edinburgh 
constructed a wing model identical to Swift 
wings. The studies were carried out using laser 
sheet and a digital camera. Results showed for 
the first time that as air passes over the wing, 
it can form two or three circulating regions of 
airflow -— known as leading-edge vortices, or 
LEVs. 
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Researchers suggest that it may act as a dampening mechanism in swifts which helps stabilize the birds’ wings 
as they glide in blustery weather. They also noted that the findings could help inform the design of new aerial 
technology similar to drones — known as micro air vehicles. 


The study is published in Royal Society Open Science. It was supported by the Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council and the Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia. 


Dr Ignazio Maria Viola, of the University of Edinburgh's School of Engineering, who led the study, said: “One of 


the most fascinating secrets in nature is how birds and insects can fly so effortlessly in turbulence. These results 
provide a small breakthrough towards unravelling this precious secret.’ 


For more details: http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-41011654 
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Articles 


The land of the seven kingfishers and 
beyond - Bhitarkanika National Park 


Text: Siddhesh S. Surve 


Home to one of the pristine mangroves of India, 
Bhitarkanika has more than 29 true mangrove species 
and 72 associate mangrove species, some of which 
are endemic (Panda et al. 2017). An early morning 
boat ride in the tributaries of the rivers Brahmani and 
Baitarani of Bhitarkanika is mystical because of the 
thick fog that envelops the park. The secrets of the 
park are revealed as the fog disappears. These dense 
mangroves are a haven for a number of bird species. 


Bhitarkanika was always famous for its enormous 
Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus growing to 
more than 15 feet long-the reason for declaring 
this vast mangrove habitat as a Wildlife Sanctuary in 
1975. The status of the Sanctuary was upgraded to 
National Park in 1998, with a core area of 145 sq. km. 
But what is special about this place is that one can 
sight seven different species of kingfishers, namely, 
Common Alcedo atthis, Stork-billed Pelargopsis 
capensis, Brown-winged Pelargopsis amauroptera, 
White-breasted Halcyon smyrnensis, Black-capped 
Halcyon pileata, Collared Todiramphus chloris, and 
Pied Ceryle rudis. 


The Brown-winged Kingfisher is a resident bird of 
the Indian subcontinent. Despite a large range, it is 
restricted to its preferred habitat-mangrove. The 
species is currently classified as Near Threatened, 
owing to habitat destruction (BirdLife International 
2017). Yet the bird is sighted commonly in the 
tributaries and was the first bird | saw during my early 
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morning boat ride. The bird was well camouflaged 
among the twigs of mangroves and the dense fog 
made it more difficult to spot it. A thought crossed 
my mind that | had seen what | had come for; little did 
| know then that this was a kingfisher paradise and 
much more was yet to come. 


The other kingfisher that is restricted to mangrove 
habitat is the Collared Kingfisher. This bird often 
exhibits commensalism, hunting near otters or 
crocodiles and catching the fish disturbed by them. | 
could not witness this phenomenon during my two - 
day visit to the Park, but | sighted the bird twice. 


The Black-capped Kingfisher is the most abundant 
and commonly sighted kingfisher in the Park, and was 
rarely disturbed by our presence. Our boat passed the 
bird on several occasions, but it not bother to even 
look at us. This bird is a winter migrant and is found 
all along the coastline of India. 


The White-throated Kingfisher — the most well known 
kingfisher — has a wide range of food, which includes 
terrestrial prey, such as earthworms and insects, 
while the Pied Kingfisher obtains most of its food 
by diving. | saw a Pied hover over and dive into an 
inland waterbody several times before it succeeded 
in catching a fish. The kingfisher then held the fish by 
its tailand smashed it on the perch. This action breaks 
the spinal cord of the prey and immobilizes it, making 
it easier for the bird to swallow. 


SIDDESH SURVE 


HRISHIKESH RANE 


Brown-winged Kingfisher 


White-breasted Kingfisher 


SIDDESH SURVE™ 


ANID DESHPANDE 


Pied Kingfisher 


Black-capped Kingfisher 
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The Stork-billed Kingfisher is rather bulky compared 
to other kingfishers and can be identified easily by its 
broad red bill. | managed a glimpse of this bird as it 
flew over my head while | was a walking in the Park. 


The Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus (Vulnerable) 
is a rather unattractive bird not seen often in the Park. 
| saw one flying high and believed that it was a raptor, 
but a closer look through my binoculars revealed that 
it was a Lesser Adjutant. Later that day, | saw the bird 
perched in the mangroves. The dense mangroves 
provide a solid substrate for Adjutants to nest. The 
nesting population of Lesser Adjutant in Bhitarkanika 
is acause for concern, as their numbers have dwindled 
over the last two decades (Rahmani et a/. 2016). 


In Bhitarkarnika, the birding experience continues 
even after sunset. One can hear calls of nocturnal 
birds like owlets and nightjars. | heard a few calls, one 


of which was the Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum, 
which | could easily identify as | had seen and heard 
this bird before. During the next few minutes | heard 
two different calls of nightjar which | managed to 
record and later compared with the pre-recorded 
calls on my mobile. To my surprise, one of the calls 
belonged to Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus 
macrurus, a bird | had never seen. The other call 
was from the Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus. 
Spotting these nocturnal beauties in the pitch black 
darkness of Bhitarkanika is difficult. 


If lucky, one can see the Mangrove Pitta Pitta 
megarhyncha (Near Threatened), a rare bird sighted 
in the Park for the first time in 2014 (Karuthedathu 
et al. 2014). Unfortunately, due to time constraints | 
couldn't see this beauty. “Maybe next time’, | said to 
myself, and concluded my visit to this serene park 
called Bhitarkanika. 


Checklist of birds sighted at Bhitarkanika National Park on February 14-15, 2017 


| Sr.No. | CommonName =| ScientificName | IUCN Status (2017) | 
| 6 | LesserAdjutant =| Leptoptilosjavanicus, J 
| 8 | White-belliedSeaeagle =| Haliaeetusleucogaster, JC 


Sirkeer Malkoha 


Taccocua leschenaultii 
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| Sr.No. | CommonName =| ScientificName | IUCN Status (2017) | 


Abbreviations: NT — Near Threatened, VU — Vulnerable, LC — Least Concern 
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sifaell ar uell dq 
WSL NT 


fot oar 4 fafesr aftarRat ar waude wa, ufeat a Rror w fery UR ve Gar om force or sifdaci vex 
shel soil ett srraveat a fery Ree 8) Get stot at ular at fafaerat seo a 8, WR sift ail A aha cic BY Au 
a vel 1 AR aE (Sifaaeh uaa) @ oor 1 fo. H sae oe ues wees adh ged & fore or OTH wit AMG 2 
Sa som b saa sit Ht ae fear a (patchy forest), pes gq ata), ucla aaqeafe aa aa URt @ Har Ahye 
e | ue aa onei 4 anh cen yarh weal & aeqaq A Rafa ef one se! 


A UR h Hd UP WOR! GI & Vel HE VOR H Us, WY sik us SW UH Zell we 8! BS aa vera 
@ fay ofaa aftrant 31 ae ox oF Rascal V ve aa feengy car 21 et wet wy S aRar (House Sparrow Passer 
domesticus), ara agar (Rock Dove Columba livia), et erat (House Crow Corvus splendens) cen ait war 
ee Hat (Common Myna Acridotheres tristis), ste Fat (Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus) sik Yaqy Jaga 
(Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer) tar sit 2| verya fle He Ue A ys ge dea war sik gu aa 4 fafa 
gota om ust ast We F AOR st oT] OT uel Gace via, Sal sk Ge uri F Mant Hea wa Hed & I Bex H 
ged et Vay AOR SM aT] Saree @ AR we wie! az (Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris), gael tow 
(Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo), eérar tet (Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus), fret (Shikra 
Accipiter badius), etcatet (Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus), ext (Shrike Lanius sp.), sifartt ata (Brahminy 
Kite Haliastur indus),a& ett (Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax), ata 4frat (Red Avadavat 
Amandava amandava) safe | TR eet aefl gat ye & fh sta get Zorst xerferT (Rosy Starling Pastor roseus), at 
IG VW Weide GX H aids, Te si H AH F aS Bs A UT eld G Us Ue sow onl S| UNS A fare HG aR ww 
ekRaa att (Asian Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis), facerat (Eastern Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis) 
arel yo Gad Bl AG SA oT | 


ae RG UA Teal Gl THmep gedl sarel GT amy seat Ge ue val dat fo wito Reva seers aed} 
@ saan fers ore dol V ge ver S| gS SR Ws, We, ew a (AG) Ore OTe =, Temal OT edt V aT OT 
Vel 81 SA ORG dei TAT airpax oerat wr aiara sors Yet 21 HE US TS oT & fora Ona veal & ciel 
Ave Bl We Bl SM OR sa UST AY Mary WIA HT Ghot F 4 Ded ey at vex H Gel I aie onepfa er xe 8! Thai 
3k vert F Hho Us Ue Ue st ahah Fa We Bl SM Whoa A aidl Ht Wen wad sill 8) lop, oder TAT 
(Coppersmith Barbet Xantholaema haemacephala), #1 snfe 4 sta4 frara @ fore vert 4 Rema aera sie oA } 
Usi H Gare Gaga, avatar year (Indian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi), prdara, Ketel gar, Tera 
ue Wa TRaa sie Rage we G Us we qa aid 2! fafeer VOR G wHwasr Ged AuK sid s sik HE aR a fasat S 
ER b sax AW Uae Ged S| SRA sie ory feral or drer we ve Rrper sik doa sat V AOE sid B| Se a Va WA 
al Ta oa ger Gael sepeenrr (Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica) #% Rasat FH Hact 3 wre HT Gti 
WR agile Gl Ua Apt Slell UY STAT BAe FAA AG sat| Vea fest sae AR UR H UA Rem sell G Us S |Relt 
BR HH sara GR—USe HT as YAS SA oT! BS staat sR aR fala ered we) easy sad ww ve Act 
Ol FS TAS WHRIRT sal Het al fas vHR at Yell sara MaraHx RAMA HT WIR HX YET | Alal GS sar 
WT SH Ulasae ¢ Vel Ot | Sat A VAST GST IA WAT BNR std ds VH UPI Sieral Ww wand Bl UH GX H Ula WA WHe 
ard TR aM aT | He feat 4 ef Arar 4 al HG Gel Us HT WH FH Wal w Baal Fam sme fHar| sa qe seth 
aa 4 faim vor ot cea, oe, ud, art, sere oiex aol gad atl! ak Haat Gao Vas Jem w fay saw 
ARAIRT YeHe Yr stator Preprea HAT | TS AlaT HT Val Heal a, ay wfea fH ge aract GH Caw Hx el | Wa 
Hs feat G AMAR AA H ge Ye eer Agr Gael GIR Bl WA Ts Alar GAA St Led MH Ss Aral GI AM oH oA 
al Ut forerant ax + Gare cH eit | Qe feat are oa alee S ai, al, sara ait of, a ay ASAT GT SPT BT TAT 
| Sd AR Aral GT SU deal GT Ue Hed G fory afea | Ge Mk Ga deal OT alee G FE Ww ala SA AM! GH al 
Fer A SS sos Are flat Hl Besa B VSM OT Van is fers sik SSM AR oT | HS feat qe vHmey ae aaa 
Geil TAR STAT | 
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Rose-ringed parakeet 


sul VOR wp fe4 Yas H ATHT & Fol SMAAM F GPa GT cal dull B SI GER GS Ba AG SA | SIH SAA 
UG va ust face GH As SAI AUT Bi Ve amt F Bl Gat Vo HER Hl sper 4 sl aadra fora! sod Rr Hl ciaHx 
qe A Rasal m& aad Rea are G US UX ot dor! de Rye on, Ul aul yale dra G Va HR G W VHS VET 
| AY HMpl Hla BA Gi A GA Hig AMX Al Sl XT A GS IS SARA F AUT AG WAT Gh BRAM 4 Weg st 
Ta | US CRA Aca AA Hac Yo Hle HT ql S eel! sag al Sant ex yse weal G deem sik Pie a faw 
faa 4G eft 81 Hem (Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis) ot Wik sara, dem sik ceakar HeRar wr arefl, dtd 
aR oft GAR idl get GT HH sat Pas edt s| 


Ue ar flat we fa Saw ollaaHs Or sida F ct ver | 

are dara feel Graal oT Weed BAD ORD veal a Had ers sik se cA OT et ael afew Mert 
Oe Hl WW aed aN BS | UR UY Aye veal @ aR A yeaa GS GS Vea 8 Hee ert 21 fer w ae uel w 
ex afafafer oe wexl wor wad ey fecaftrat fers or at fess ef FA WaT eI 

SUraa HS AW H Ge Ys Fa gan aA MW Gale sore ent fra fers TIA Ad Yes Ga veil Her IV? 
a Sih fre Gly ssa Ya 8 Uet ge Pac V ke WH? ga Ge Ga a ONG? GIT al Wa G SA GS Haat Were 
F Sl Cat? SF URal GH Gore Grose VF uel GT wan ada Hel Sri | 
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Abstracts ————— 


First record of the Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus Boddaert, 1783 (Aves: 
Ciconiiformes: Ciconiidae) breeding in the lowland wet zone of Sri Lanka 


Kularatne, H. & S. Udagedara 


The Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus is a resident bird species commonly found breeding in the dry 
lowlands of Sri Lanka, preferably nesting in remote areas with minimal disturbance, although the breeding 
and nesting behaviour has not yet been adequately documented. Here we report its nesting behaviour, for 
the first time in lowland wet zone Sri Lanka, from Thalagolla, Beddawela in Kegalle District. Although its usual 
breeding season is in the dry zone from February to March with a second breeding cycle from November to 
early January, here we report breeding in the lowland wet zone from July—October in 2013-2014. Further, 
it was interesting to note presumably the same couple of birds used the same nest in 2014 with minimum 
renovation. In 2015, the nest had disintegrated and fallen due to continuous heavy rain and there have been 
no records till June 2016. Breeding was again recorded from June-September in 2016 with a new nest in a 
different platform of twigs in the same tree. 


Keywords: Breeding, first record, Sri Lanka, wet zone, Woolly-necked Stork. 
Journal of Threatened Taxa (2017) 9(1): 9738-9742 


A new critical habitat for conservation of the White-bellied Heron Ardea insignis Hume, 
1878 (Aves: Ardeidae) from Bhutan 


Wangdi, K., T. Dhendup &T. Tshering 


The White-bellied Heron Ardea insignis is listed as Critically Endangered in the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species due to its extremely small and rapidly dwindling population. Bhutan is home to the highest number of 
White-bellied Heron and the species is distributed patchily across 11 different sites in central and south-west 
Bhutan. In this note, we present the first evidence of the species in eastern Bhutan, on the Drangmechhu River 
in Trashi Yangtse district. The finding extends the distribution of the species in Bhutan and recognizes one 
more potentially critical habitat for immediate conservation attention. As elsewhere, the new site is found to 
be primarily threatened by hydropower development. The need for conservation initiatives for the species is 
immediate and highly recommended. 


Journal of Threatened Taxa (2017) 9(2): 9862-9863 
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